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The Classic

On the Formation of Synovial Cysts in the Leg in

Connection With Disease of the Knee-Joint

W. MORANT BAKER

William Morrant Baker (1839-1896) (Fig. 1) was the son of a prominent lawver who died when
his son was only ten vears old. Baker became interested in medicine very early and worked as an
apprentice with his local doctor until he was able to enter St. Bartholomew's Medical College.
After his graduation in 1861, he became an assistant to James Paget. His medical interests were
very diverse, and he wrote papers on many subjects, including the first description of ervsipeloid
and other dermatologic conditions. He was known for his ability. ingenuity. and diagnostic acu-

men. It is interesting that although his career was cut short by the onset of locomotor ataxia

(neurosyphilis), he was characterized in a posthumous tribute as being *‘physically and morally an
English gentleman.”

The paper. “On the Formation of Synovial Cysts in the Leg in Connection with Disease of the ‘
Knee-Joint,” indelibly attached Baker's name to this condition. The paper is reproduced in full |
because of the interesting description of the patients, the treatment. the complications. and the |

pathologic findings.

LEONARD F. PELTIER. M.D. PH.D.

My attention was first drawn to the dis-
eased condition which forms the subject of
the present paper by the following case,
which was under the care at different times of
my colleagues, Mr. Callender and Mr.
Marsh, and of myself. For the notes of the
case I am indebted to the records of the Surgi-

cal Registrar, Mr. Butlin.

CASE 1

LARGE CYST IN THE CALF OF THE LEG—OSTEO-

ARTHRITIS OF KNEE-JOINT—AMPUTATION

A woman (M.S.). 38 vears old, was admitted
into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, under the care of

From Baker W. M.: On the formation of synovial cysts
in the leg in connection with disease of the knee-joint. St.

Bartholomew’s Hospital Report 13:245, 1877.

Mr. Howard Marsh, July 22, 1873, with a large
swelling in the calf of the right leg. The right leg
was about twice as large as the left, from just above
the knee to the ankle. There was slight 2dema. and
the superficial veins looked tortuous and dilated.
There was no great pain or tenderness, and no
hardness or swelling could be felt in the track of
the popliteal vein. The swelling was generally uni-
form. but especially marked in the calf. where
deep-seated fluctuation could be felt. A slight pul-
sation was also perceptible. but was apparently
only transmitted. There was also some effusion in
the knee-joint.

The patient was thin, but otherwise in fair
health. and complained only of numbness and
very slight pain in the leg.

The history given by the patient was that five
months ago the right leg began to swell. and had
continued since slowly increasing. She thinks that,
as she stooped one day. something cracked in the
knee. and from that time it began to swell. She has
had swelling of the leg after each confinement.
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